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“I'was shocked,” Danny says. “I knew the
theme was going to be holographic, but I
didn’t know it was going to be all over the
room.” Friends were spellbound; later,
many would say it had been the best party
of the year—something straight off the pro-
duction reel from MTV's My Super Sweet 16
extravaganzas that have defined the over-
the-top birthday party trend of late.

Sikky Rogers and Angela Gala of event-
planning company Rogers & Gala Creative

Partners Inc. enlisted the help of Elements,
Wink Lighting, and Classic Party Rentals
to create a room completely lit with black
lights so that it glowed neon green, blue,
and yellow. Nebula balls held glass-encased
lightning storms; on one table, clouds of
mist poured from a large bowl. The walls
sparkled and moved because they were lined
with silver tinsel. Eerie white branches hung
from the ceiling, covered in twinkling lights.

Disco balls turned, scattering broken light
from thousands of mirrored surfaces.

“It was magical,” Debbie Vitale, Logan’s
mom, says.

The invitation set the stage: a hologram
that showed Logan’s face or Danny’s, de-
pending on how it was held, and invited
guests to enter a world alive with magic.
“Everything was very artificial—and pur-
posefullv that way,” explains Rogers. A
high-tech cake of gravity-defying construc-
tion emitted clouds of gas, revolving slowly
on a turntable; Rogers slips into laughter
when describing the not-too-scientific pro-
cess of scooping out the top layer to get the
dry ice bowl to fit. The scene overwhelmed
even the parents, who knew the details in
advance. “I walked in and was blown away,”
recalls Debbie.

It was an unforgettable experience as
two seventh-graders parted with child-
hood. Stepping into the future, and as-
suming new roles in their communities
of faith, they really did see magic come to
life. With a big dose of wonder, they're off
to agood start. @
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